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make that application if he can succeed without. If he can-
not succeed, then he will take the necessary steps to call
General Thomas and the United States troops to his aid,
if the President, to whom B. dislikes to appeal, will permit.
Thomas inclines to the Radicals; at the beginning of the
Rebellion he inclined to the Secessionists. These people,
the Radicals, will not regard the rights of Nashville if they
conflict with the negro.

I brought up the subject of a conflict of authorities at
Philadelphia, and remarked that I had placed the subject
in the hands of the Attorney-General, who would, perhaps,
state the case.

With a wave of the hand and a shake of his head he said
yes, I had called on him, but had not fully informed him as
to the particulars, and until he had all the circumstances
he would not undertake to give an opinion. The writ of
habeas corpus is a great writ, and there was but one course
that he was aware of, when it was sued out, and that was
to produce the body.

"What," said I, "if the judge or court has no jurisdic-
tion?" "But," said he, "the court has jurisdiction; the
body must be produced in all cases." I replied this was
not done, and could not be done without bringing the
Federal authority into contempt, and discouraging and
demoralizing the service.

'' What,'' said he,'' if the habeas corpus is for a murderer?''
"Then," said I, "the man would be given up to be tried,
and so would any man charged with crime without the
habeas corpus. When, however, there is no crime, but a
question of the validity of an enlistment, I apprehend a
local State judge cannot interfere. The United States are
not servable, and if not servable, how are enlisted men to
be brought before a Pennsylvania judge, for him to decide
whether the contract is proper and acceptable?"

General Grant remarked that this question had given
the Army great trouble, but he believed the question was
pretty well settled, though there was just now a little fuss